THE RAPE OF L VCR EC E. 

In vaine I raile at oportunitie, 

At time, at T a r Qjy i n, and vnchearfull night, 

In vaine I cauill with mine infamie, 

In vaine I fpurne at my confirm’d defpight, 

This helpelefle fmoake of words doth me no right: 
The remedie indeede to do me good, 

Is to let forth my fowle defiled blood. 


Poore hand why quiuerft thou at this decree ? 
Honor thy felfe to rid me of this fhamc, 

.For if I die, my Honor hues in thee, 

But if I hue thou liu’ft in my defame; 

Since thou couldft not defend thy loyall Dame, 
And waft affeard to foratch her wicked Fo, 
Kill both thy felfe, and her for yeelding fo. 


This faid, from her betombled couch fheeftarteth. 
To finde fome defp’rat Inftrument ofdeath, 

But this no (laughter houfe no toole imparteth. 

To make more vent for paflage of her breath, 
Which thronging through her lips fo vanifheth, 
As fmoake from JE t n a, that in aire confumcs, 
Or that which from difcharged Cannon fumes. 


THE RAPE OFLVCRECE. 

In vaine (quoth fhee) I liue, and feckc in vaine 
Some happie meane to end a hapleffe life. 

I fear’d by Tarqvins Fauchiontobcflaine, 

Y et for the felfe fame purpofe feeke a knife; 

But when I fear’d I was a loyall wife, 

So am I now, 6 no that cannot be, 

Of that true tipe hath T a r qv i n rifled me. 

0 that is gone for which I fought to liue, 

And therefore now I need not fieare to die, 

To cleare this fpotby death (at leaft) I giue 
A badge of Fame to fclanders liuerie, 
Adyinglife,toliuinginfamie: 

Poore helplefle helpe, the trcafure ftolne away, 
To burnethe guiltlefle casket where it lay. 

Well welldeare Colatine, thoufhalt not know 
The ftained taft of violated troth : 

1 will not wrong thy true affect ion fo, 

To flatter thee with an infringed oath: 
Thisbaftardgraffe fhall neuer come to growth, 

. He (hall not boaft who did thy ftocke pollute, 
That thou art doting father of his fruite. 
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